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High modernism is accepted shorthand for the core phase of literary modernism in the 1920s, when Eliot,
Joyce, Pound, Woolf, Mann, Kafka, Proust, Gide, and others published pivotal works. While there is
consensus about the term's meaning, the value and significance of the works it designates are highly
contested. For advocates who helped establish its place in the canon, the works of high modernism mark the
culmination of literature as high art, while other critics see them as elitist, inaccessible, patriarchal,
imperialist, reactionary. Despite this wide range of judgments, all take for granted that high modernism's
main features are aestheticist: formal innovation and detachment from history, society, and politics. This
book reconsiders that supposition, arguing that high modernist texts epitomize performativity, that is, that
they transcend the quiescence of literary aesthetics and affect the extratextual world. Writers such as Kafka,
Woolf, Mann, and Faulkner privilege form not as an end in itself but as a means to empower the
sociopolitical function of literature. By exploring the performative role of literary works fromthe 1920s, this
book provides a more nuanced understanding of high modernism and resituates it within literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Here thing why that High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and
Culture) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no reserve that similar with High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) in e-book can be
your option.

Warren Ford:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this High Modernism (Studies in
German Literature Linguistics and Culture) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Debra Sudduth:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

William Stone:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and High Modernism (Studies in German
Literature Linguistics and Culture) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,



beside science book, any other book likes High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and
Culture) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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